Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 SEOUL 02900 200817Z 
13 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 

PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 AID-05 EUR-12 /105 W 

011285 

P200721ZAPR76 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6672 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANAMA PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 2900 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, BA 

SUBJECT: ROK, BAHRAIN ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
REE: MANAMA 393 (NOTAL) 

1. ROK FONMIN ANNOUNCED APRIL 16 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN SOUTH KOREA AND BAHRAIN. THE 
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED IN A MEETING BETWEEN ROK AMBASSADOR TO 
SAUDI ARABIA YU YANG-SU AND BAHRAIN EOREIGN MINISTER SHEIK 
MOHAMMED BEN MUBARAK AL KHALIFA. TERMS OF AGREEMENT, ACCORDING 
TO MOFA, CALL FOR REPRESENTATION IN BAHRAIN AT AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL. 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH POLCOUNS APRIL 14 MOFA MID EAST 
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EMBASSY IN BAHRAIN, LARGELY TO HANDLE OEEICIAL CONTACT WITH 
GOB CONCERNING 130 MILLION DOLLAR ROK SHIPBUILDING PROJECT IN 
BAHRAIN AS WELL AS PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS THERE. NO 
WAS CLEARLY PLEASED WITH ESTABLISHMENT OE RELATIONS, VIEWING 
IT AS A SUBSTANTIAL BREAKTHROUGH EOR THE ROK IN THE PERSIAN GULE. 

3. WITH THE REPORTED ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEK BY NORTH KOREA OF 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA, SOUTH 
KOREA NOW HAS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 94 COUNTRIES AND 
NORTH KOREA HAS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH 88. 

COMMENT: FROM ROK POINT OF VIEW ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH BAHRAIN IS DISTINCT TRIUMPH, PARTICULARLY IN 
VIEW FACT REPORTED REFTEL THAT NORTH WILL NOT BE RECOGNIZED. 

IT IS HOPEFUL SIGN THAT ROKG MAY BEGIN DOING BETTER JOB OF 
CONVERTING THEIR ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE OVER NORTH INTO DIPLOMATIC 
GAINS. 

SNEIDER 
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